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If we turn back and examine the general results
of the events and policies analysed in the two
previous chapters, we are forced to the conclusion
that European policy has led to the subjection and
economic exploitation of the African and to
subjection or anarchy and economic exploitation
in China, The result cannot be surprising to any-
one who has studied the beliefs and desires which
underlie western civilisation* We live in an era
which has been correctly called the age of capitalism*
It is an age of capitalism because the whole structure
of our society is based upon certain economic
motives* Society in Europe is now founded upon
economic competition, and the dominating influence
in that competition is capital and the holders of
capital. The making of profits, buying cheap and
selling dear, these are the principles of a capitalistic
society, and the economic motives which result
from accepting these principles determine the
actions not only of the holders of capital but of
every class in the community, from the capitalist
to the artist or worker*

Economic imperialism is only the logical
application of capitalism and its principles to
internationalism* Europeans have, as we have
seen, approached Africa and Asia from the point of